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civil war began to look hopeless in the face of Alexander's
activities. But the Croat Duce could at least do one
thing: he could remove the one man who was thwarting
Italy at the moment. Among the many men at his
disposal there must be someone capable of a capital
exploit, the murder of the King.

Pavelitch's choice fell on Peter Oreb, a tall and power-
ful young peasant from one of the Dalmatian islands,
and as assistants he deputed two other young men,
Begovitch and Pegorelats.     They were all three well
trained in pistol-shooting and the throwing of bombs.
Oreb was considered the best of the men in the Italian
camps, though he had never before attempted an assassi-
nation.   It would have been the first murder in his
career.   But he was a strong fellow, active and daring,
and not likely to submit tamely to arrest.   The scene
for  the  assassination   was   Zagreb.   The  King  had
announced that on the iyth December, 1933, he would
celebrate his forty-fifth birthday at the Croat capital.
Oreb and his companions must blow up the royal
carriage as it passed across the Jelachitch market place.
There was deep snow on the mountains and the
three men were rigged out as skiers.   They looked like
typical devotees of winter sports, the sort of youthful
enthusiasts one may encounter anywhere in the Tyrol
in December, whose skis were adequate explanation
of their appearance in any obscure village.   With bombs
and pistols in their pockets they glided over the virginal
snow of the Julian Alps, slid from Italy into Slovenia
unobserved, and then clattered into a third-class car-
riage of the first train and travelled to Zagreb.   They
had Hungarian passports, of which Pavelitch had a
store ready for any emergency.   Each of them had two
thousand dinars to spend and there was the promise
of a very large reward if they succeeded.   Oreb would
have his freedom and capital with which to start life
afresh.   He believed what he had to do was easy.
He had never been in Zagreb, but he believed that